
St Philip’s Church and Parish Profile 
 
The Parish of St Philip the Evangelist is in the Diocese of Rochester and the Deanery 
of Tunbridge Wells in Kent. The parish consists of a number of housing estates, a 
large business and retail-park, five schools, (2 Primary, 3 Secondary), and other local 
amenities. Part of the parish, Sherwood, ranks within the 20% most deprived wards 
in Kent. 
 
Children and their families are a vital part of both of church family and our outreach 
focus. 
 
St Philip’s hosts the West Kent New Wine Network meetings. Our vicar is the co-
leader of the network. 
 
Tunbridge Wells has a strong ecumenical scene and we enjoy excellent relationships 
with other local churches. 
 

Sundays 
 
We hold two services on a Sunday at present, one at 8am and one at 10am. 
 
Our 8am service follows the Book of Common Prayer Holy Communion. It 
encourages quiet reflection and meditation and usually lasts approximately 40 
minutes in the chapel.  
 
Our 10am service is more contemporary in style and incorporates some liturgy, 
readings and prayers, times of sung worship, practical bible teaching and prayer 
ministry. Our 10am service has a relaxed, family atmosphere to engage a diverse 
congregation from all social backgrounds and ages. 
 
Our 10am services usually follow this monthly pattern: 
 
Week 1 All Age Worship 
Week 2 Holy Communion (with children’s and youth groups) 
Week 3 Morning Worship (with children’s groups) 
Week 4 Holy Communion (with children’s and youth groups) 
 
Refreshments are provided after the service.  
 
We welcome involvement from the Children’s Pastor in the wider life of the church 
for example service leading, all-age planning, church wide initiatives and events 
giving talks and preaching. 
 
Our Sunday attendance is currently around 100 people, and about a third are usually 
under 16’s. 
 



Children’s Work at St Philip’s 

 
We have seen significant growth amongst children and families over the last year, 
including the development of new Sunday groups and a youth group. Our children’s 
work is led by a team of 15 – 20 volunteers. 
 

Sunday’s 
 
We currently run three children’s groups on Sunday mornings during the 10am 
service.  
 
Creche (0 – 2) 
Little Pips (3 – 5) 
Urban Saints (6 – 11) 
Youth (12 – 14) 
 

Mid-Week 
 
We also have a number of mid-week children’s and families groups. 
 

Parent & Toddler 
 
Our parent and toddler group, called Pippins, meets every Thursday morning during 
term time, from 10am – 11:45am. It is a combination of free play / craft activities, 
refreshments and a singing / circle time. 
 

Kids Club 
 
Kids Club is an after school club run on Thursday afternoons between 4 and 5:30pm. 
It is a combination of games, worship, bible stories and craft. We currently have 
about 20 children regularly attending. 
 

Messy Church 
 
Messy Church takes place about 4 times a year, Christmas, Easter, Harvest and 
usually one other time. It draws a large crowd from the local community and further 
afield. It takes place on a Saturday morning. 
 
 

Occasional  
 
We also run other children’s work throughout the year including a summer holiday 
club, a light party, a pancake party and town wide social justice initiatives. 
 

Youth 



 
Whilst not specifically under the Children’s Pastor’s remit, we have recently started a 
Sunday morning and evening youth group for young people in school years 7 – 11. 
We see the connection between our children’s and youth ministry as essential to 
discipleship and mission so would want the Children’s Pastor and youth team to 
work in partnership to achieve this. 
 

Wider Church Governance and Leadership 
 
As an Anglican church St Philip’s is led by a PCC, incorporating Vicar, Wardens, 
Licensed Lay Ministers as well as elected and co-opted members. Much of the day-
to-day ministry of the church is led by members of our Ministry Leadership Team. 
The Children’s Pastor would be part of the MLT and would be expected to attend 
occasional PCC meetings in order to discuss progress, vision and aims. 
 

Opportunities for Mission and Outreach 
 
We are very passionate about reaching out to and connecting with our local 
community. There are a number of significant opportunities within our community 
we hope a Children’s Pastor will help us capitalise on.  
 

Local Schools 
 
We have 2 primary schools, 2 secondary schools and 1 SEN school catering for Key 
Stage 1 – 3 students in our parish. We have excellent relationships with our local 
schools and are presented with a number of opportunities that we would like to 
explore further.  There is scope to develop all manner of schools based initiatives for 
example assemblies, lessons, mentoring, sports clubs, RE days. 

 
Knights Park Housing Development 
 
Buildings within our parish have undergone significant gentrification over recent 
years and there has been a brand new housing estate built called Knights Park, 
comprising of some 700 homes and flats.  
 

Other Outreach 
 
We are always looking for innovative, Spirit led ways of reaching out to our 
community and further afield. We welcome ideas, innovation, fresh vision and 
strategies from all members of the church and in particular from our small but 
growing staff team. 
 

Personal Development and Support 
 
We value, and are committed to supporting, all our staff. Helping you grow and 
develop both personally and professionally would be a high priority for us. Right 



form the outset of any appointment we would look to work with you to identify and 
put into place the right strategies and processes to support, guide and develop you. 
St Philip’s provides an opportunity for a Children’s Pastor to grow as a leader and 
pastor as the ministry itself grows. 
 
 


